
Assessment for LeArning strAtegies1 

IdentIfyIng the LearnIng goaL(s)2

 
Learning goals are brief statements that describe in student-friendly language what students  

should know and be able to do by the end of a period of instruction (e.g., a lesson, period or subtask).

specific expectations can sometimes be used as learning goals. more often, specific expectations need to be  

expressed in grade-appropriate language and/or broken down into smaller increments.

When developing learning goals: 

• Start by identifying the overall and specific expectations to be addressed 

• Use clear, concise language that is student-friendly and grade-appropriate

• Design the learning in incremental steps to build students’ knowledge and skills

• Describe what students will know and/or be able to do by the end of the period of instruction

When sharing the learning goals with students, state them from a student’s perspective (e.g., “I can…, I will be  

able to…, We are learning to…”).

IllustratIon: 

specific expectation 1.5, gr. 8 Language (Writing strand):  

•  Identify and order main ideas and supporting details and group them into units that could be used to develop  

a summary, a debate or a report of several paragraphs using a variety of strategies and organizational patterns

sample Learning goals: 

• I can identify main ideas and supporting details

• I can group each main idea with the details that support it

• I can select an appropriate way of organizing the main ideas and supporting details 

 
For further information, see:
1  stiggins, r., Arter, J., Chappuis, J., & Chappuis, s. (2006). Classroom Assessment for Student Learning: Doing it right—Using it Well. Princeton, 

new Jersey: ets.

1 Category of Assessment for Learning Practice—sharing Learning goals and success Criteria
2  Category of instructional strategy—reinforcing effort and Providing recognition; setting Objectives and Providing Feedback (marzano, r., 

Pickering, D., & Pollock, J. [2001]. Classroom Instruction That Works; research-Based Strategies for Increasing Student Achievement.  
Alexandria, Virginia: ASCD.)


